From: Bush, Jodi

To: Wightman, Catherine

Subject: Fwd: Montana GRSG Fact Sheet

Date: Thursday, February 12, 2015 3:01:37 PM
Attachments: MTGrSGFactSheet_02112015.pdf

Could you look at this fact sheet and see if you find any glaring errors? Particularly
related to a part of the sage grouse story that we should be telling. Appreciate your
help as Jeff is out this week.

It looks fine to me but | thought you might want to check it too. JB

Jodi L. Bush

Field Supervisor

Montana Ecological Services Office
585 Shepard Way, Suite 1

Helena, MT 59601

(406) 449-5225, ext.205

----------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Stein, Theodore <theodore_stein@fws.gov>
Date: Wed, Feb 11, 2015 at 3:07 PM

Subject: Montana GRSG Fact Sheet

To: Jodi Bush <jodi_bush@fws.gov>

Hi Jodi

Over the past month or so, we've put together state-specific fact sheets with some
very simple data to describe GRSG and its range within state boundaries. The
intended audience for this is Congressional members/staffers and secondarily, the
general public.

Attached is the fact sheet for Montana.

What we're looking for is guidance on the emphasis or omission of key parts of the
"GRSG story" within your state boundaries.

Please note that we've used a new, GIS-generated set of range/ownership values for
each state to ensure consistency going forward. This may not be consistent with
numbers the FO has used, but they are based on the most recent data sets and so |
attach that document as well for your reference.

Recognizing that everyone is busy, we'd like to get the FO's comments quickly so we
can get these into surname.

If you have any questions, please call.
Theo Stein

Public Affairs Specialist
Region 6 External Affairs


mailto:jodi_bush@fws.gov
mailto:CWightman@mt.gov
mailto:theodore_stein@fws.gov
mailto:jodi_bush@fws.gov

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Montana Fact Sheet

Facts, figures & discussion about
greater sage-grouse

Brief Discussion about GRSG in Montana

With more than 900 leks and an estimated 18 percent of the total greater sage-grouse population,
Montana is the northern-most stronghold for greater sage-grouse and is key to the species’
survival. Big Sky State populations also play an important role in connectivity with greatly reduced
populations to the north (Canada) and east (the Dakotas). Unlike some western states, about
two-thirds of Montana’s sage-grouse habitat is on non-federal land. In northeastern Montana,
conversion of sagebrush to cropland is a major threat to sage-grouse, along with disturbance
related to energy development.
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Greater Sage-Grouse PACs and COT Populations - Montana

Land Ownership, Colorado Priority Areas of Conservation

PACs: key habitats essential for long-term viability of GrSG; should be
focus of resources

75.5 million Total PAC acres, 63% of current range (COT)

9,034,558 STATE PAC ACRES, 26 percent of occupied range

64% federally owned, 48 million acres

Primary Threats (as identified for Montana populations)
1) The primary threats are:
e Agricultural conversion
e Energy development and infastructure
* |nvasive annual grasses
2) Lack of regulatory mechanisms to protect sagebrush
e 21 BLM and eight Forest Service land use plans under revision

www.fws.gov/greatersagegrouse
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